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The Richlands Board of Aldermen met in Regular Session on Tuesday, January 08, 2013 at 6:00 
pm in the Board Room at the Richlands Town Hall.  Present for the meeting were: 
 
 Mayor McKinley Smith   Alderman Kandy Koonce  
 Alderman Kent Painter   Alderman Rob Willems 
 
Also present were: 
Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator   Keith Fountain, Town Attorney 
Doreen Putney, Town Clerk     Ron Lindig, Chief of Police  
Johnathan Jarman, Public Works Director   Trevor Normile, Duplin Times  
 
Absent:  Alderman Tom Brown and Alderman Paul Conner   
   
There were no citizens present. 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor McKinley Smith called the meeting to order at 6:08 pm. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Alderman Kandy Koonce 
 
INVOCATION: Mayor McKinley Smith 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
 
Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator, presented a revised agenda to the Board. 
 
A motion was made by Alderman Kandy Koonce, seconded by Alderman Kent Painter to adopt 
the revised agenda as written.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES (December 11, 2012): 
 
A motion was made by Alderman Kandy Koonce, seconded by Alderman Kent Painter to 
approve the Regular Board meeting minutes from December 11, 2012. The motion was 
unanimously carried. 
 
 
 
 
 



DISPOSAL OF DAMAGED VEHICLE (2002 Ford Crown Vic): 
 
The 2002 Ford Crown Victoria Police Interceptor (Vin #2FAFP71W22X160585) was in an 
accident on December 12, 2012.  Mr. Whitehead reported that the repair estimate is $6,057 and 
the actual cash value is $5,575 not including deductibles and salvage costs.  If the Board decided 
to salvage the vehicle the insurance company will pay us $5,075.00.  If the Board decided to 
have the vehicle repaired, the insurance company will pay us $4,900.  Mr. Whitehead 
recommended that we salvage the vehicle and purchase a new police car in the next fiscal year 
13/14. 
 
After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Alderman Kent Painter, seconded by Alderman 
Rob Willems to salvage the 2002 Ford Crown Victoria Police Interceptor.  The motion was 
unanimously carried.  
 
RESOLUTION 2013-01 (Municipal Insurance Trust) – Group Health Insurance: 
 
Mr. Whitehead reported that our current health insurance plan with Blue Cross/Blue Shield is up 
for renewal.  Our insurance with BC/BS is aged based and our renewal premium has increased 
16%.  After investigating several other insurance providers, Mr. Whitehead recommended to 
switch over to the NC League of Municipalities insurance pool with MedCost Health Insurance.  
They offer non age rated policies with no assessments at an increase of 8% vs. 16%.   
 
A motion was made by Alderman Kent Painter, seconded by Alderman Kandy Koonce to adopt 
Resolution 2013-01 To Become a Member of the Municipal Insurance Trust of North Carolina.  
The motion was unanimously carried. 
    
ADMINISTRATOR NOTES AND UPDATES: 
 
The Town Administrator, Gregg Whitehead, presented a copy of notes and updates to the Board 
which is incorporated by reference and hereby made part of these minutes.  He also reported on 
the following: 
 
 Annual Cupid Ball is on February 02, 2013 @ 6:00 pm at the Jacksonville Country Club.  

Cost is $50.00/person and $75.00/Couple.  Proceeds benefit “Operation Onslow”. 
 The property next to the Community Outreach is going to be a 9,000 sq.ft. Family Dollar 

Store. 
 A new pizzeria restaurant is coming to town and will be located in the building behind 

the post office. 
 
POLICE REPORT: 
 
Chief Ron Lindig provided a copy of the Activity Report for the month of December 2012 to the 
Board, which is incorporated by reference and hereby made a part of these minutes. He also 
reported on the following: 
 



 On January 29th, 2013, Brandon Cameron from the SBI will be conducting a 2 ½ hour 
class on the Drug Cartel from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm.  Chief Lindig invited the Board to 
attend the class if interested. 

 Chief will be on vacation January 22 & 23rd, 2013. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None 
 
BOARD MEMBER CONCERNS: 
 
Alderman Kent Painter: No concerns at this time. 
  
Alderman Kandy Koonce: No concerns at this time.  
  
Alderman Rob Willems: Stated that he has received positive compliments from residents on 
the police department and thanked the Chief for a job well done. 
  
Mayor McKinley Smith: Thanked Mr. Whitehead for doing a good job with gathering 
information on the health insurance.  Mayor Smith reminded the Board to read through the 
agenda package prior to the meetings.  He also thanked Chief Lindig on doing a great job with 
the police department. 
 
PERSONNEL: None 
 
CLOSED SESSION:  None 
 
ADJOURN: 
 
With no further business, a motion was made by Alderman Kandy Koonce, seconded by 
Alderman Rob Willems to adjourn the meeting at 6:31 pm.  The motion was unanimously 
carried. 
 
       Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
____________________________________ __________________________________ 
Attest:       Mayor McKinley Smith 
Doreen Putney, Town Clerk 


