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The Richlands Board of Aldermen met in Regular Session on Tuesday, January 10, 2012 at 6:00 
pm at the Richlands Town Hall.  Present for the meeting were: 
 
 Mayor McKinley Smith 
 Alderman Kent Painter 
 Alderman Tom Brown 
 Alderman Paul Conner 
 Alderman Rob Willems 
 Alderman Kandy Koonce 
 
Also present were: 
 
Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator  Johnathan Jarman, Public Works Director 
Thomas Bennett, Chief of Police   Doreen Putney, Town Clerk 
Keith Fountain, Town Attorney   Trevor Normile, Duplin Times 
 
There were 5 citizens present. 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor McKinley Smith called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Alderman Paul Conner 
 
INVOCATION: Mayor McKinley Smith 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
 
A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Paul Conner to adopt the 
agenda as written.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES of December 13, 2011: 
 
A motion was made by Alderman Kandy Koonce, seconded by Alderman Tom Brown to 
approve the Regular Board Meeting minutes of December 13, 2011 as written.  The motion was 
unanimously carried. 
 
 
 



ORDINANCE 2012-01 (Parade & Demonstrations Ordinance Revision): 
 
Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator presented to the Board a revised version of the 
Ordinance 2012-01 Regulating Parades and Demonstrations on Public Right-of-Ways in 
Richlands.  This revised ordinance will replace the existing ordinance that was temporarily 
suspended by the Board at the December 13, 2011 meeting.  Mr. Whitehead stated that this 
revised ordinance addressed the small group exemption concerns and provides a much more 
comprehensive set of regulations concerning parades and picketing.  He pointed out, however, 
that section 6-2-39 #4, would restrict the Richlands High School from having their annual 
homecoming parade. 
 
After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman 
Rob Willems to approve Ordinance 2012-01 Regulating Parades and Demonstrations on Public 
Right-of-Way in Richlands with the addition of an exemption in Section 6-2-39 Item #4 for the 
Richlands High School Homecoming Parade.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
STREET IMPROVEMENT PROJECT UPDATE: 
 
Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator provided the Board with a proposed 2012 Street 
Improvement Plan which included a total estimated cost of $265,000 and gave three options to 
proceed. A copy of the proposed plan is attached to these minutes. Mr. Whitehead reported on 
updates on the street improvement project with NCDOT.  After some additional research it was 
found that Powell Bill funds can be used to cover installment purchase/loan payments for street 
improvement.  
 
After a discussion, a motion was made by Alderman Paul Conner, seconded by Alderman Tom 
Brown to instruct Town Administrator, Gregg Whitehead, to proceed with Option #1 and have 
Option #2 as a fall back.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
PLANNING BOARD VACANCIES: 
 
Mr. Whitehead reported that the terms for Alderman Paul Conner and Ms. Marsha Fuller will 
expire this month on the Planning Board. Both Alderman Conner and Ms. Fuller have expressed 
interest in continuing on with the Planning Board.  Also, both Alderman Conner and Ms. Fuller 
are members of the Board of Adjustment. 
 
A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Kent Painter, to 
reappoint both Alderman Conner and Ms. Marsha Fuller to the Planning Board for a term of 
three (3) years.  The motion was unanimously carried.  
 
The Board also decided to advertise publicly for the upcoming terms for the Planning Board and 
Board of Adjustments with both having some members’ terms expiring June/July 2012. 
 
 
 
 



ADMINISTRATOR NOTES AND UPDATES: 
 
The Town Administrator, Gregg Whitehead, presented a copy of notes and updates to the Board 
which are attached to these minutes.  He also reported on the following: 
 
 Elected Officials Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 25th, 2012 at the Holly 

Ridge Community Center.  Board is to RSVP to the Town Clerk by Tuesday, January 17, 
2012. 

 
 The Town Clerk will be attending the IIMC Clerk’s Certification Institute the week of 

February 12 thru 17, 2012.  Our monthly Board Meeting is scheduled for that Tuesday, 
February 14, 2012.  We can either have our Collections Clerk fill in for her, or we can 
reschedule our monthly meeting.   
A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Paul Conner to 
move February’s regularly scheduled Board of Alderman meeting from February 14, 
2012 to Tuesday, February 21, 2012.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 

 Eastern Carolina Council ECC sent a letter requesting for the Board to appoint a member 
to the council.  Past Alderman Hans Jacobsen’s term expires the end of January. 
Alderman Kandy Koonce volunteered to be the representative for Richlands.   
A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Kent Painter to 
accept and appoint Alderman Kandy Koonce to the Eastern Carolina Council.  The 
motion was unanimously carried. 

 
POLICE REPORT: 
 
Chief Thomas Bennett presented a copy of the Activity Reports for the month of December 2011 
and for the calendar year end 2011 to the Board.  A copy of both reports are attached to these 
minutes.  Chief Bennett stated that there is nothing further to report at this time. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None 
 
BOARD MEMBERS CONCERNS: 
 
Alderman Tom Brown: No concerns at this time. 
 
Alderman Kent Painter: No concerns at this time. 
 
Alderman Paul Conner: Being our representative on the ONWASA Board of Directors, 
Alderman Conner gave a brief update on ONWASA.  Focus is still on the Northwest Regional 
Plant but there has been little movement on the project.  ONWASA is willing to have a 
representative attend our Planning Board and Board of Adjustment meetings to assist with plot 
plans and answer question concerning the utility.  Alderman Conner suggested that we have our 
Fire Chief and our Public Works Director begin to attend those meetings as well to help ensure 
accuracy of plans. 
 



Alderman Kandy Koonce: No concerns at this time. 
 
Alderman Rob Willems: No concerns at this time. 
 
Mayor McKinley Smith: No concerns at this time. 
 
PERSONNEL: None 
 
ADJOURN: 
 
With no further business, a motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman 
Paul Conner, to adjourn the meeting at 6:42 pm.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
       Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
_______________________________  _________________________________ 
Mayor McKinley D. Smith    Doreen Putney, Town Clerk 
 


