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The Richlands Board of Aldermen met in Regular Session Tuesday, January 11, 2011 at 6:00 pm at the Richlands Town Hall.  Present for the meeting were:


Mayor Marvin Trott


Mayor Pro Tem McKinley Smith


Alderman Fran Pierce


Alderman Paul Conner


Alderman Hans Jacobsen


Alderman Tom Brown

Also present were:  Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator; Keith Fountain, Town Attorney; Chief Thomas Bennett, Police Department; Johnathan Jarman, Public Works Director; and Doreen Putney, Town Clerk.

Guests Present were:

Beth Walker and Jerry Walker with The Walker Group Architects, Inc.

Paul Urban CPA with Williams, Scarborough, Smith & Gray LLC

Ryan Dean Hester, with the Richlands Police Department

There were six (6) citizens present.

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:

Mayor Marvin Trott called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chief Thomas Bennett

INVOCATION:  Chief Thomas Bennett

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA:

A motion was made by Alderman McKinley Smith, seconded by Alderman Hans Jacobsen to adopt the agenda as written.  The motion was unanimously carried.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES:

A motion was made by Alderman Hans Jacobsen, seconded by Alderman McKinley Smith to approve the Regular Board Meeting minutes of December 14, 2010.  The motion was unanimously carried.

PUBLIC HEARING (Conditional Use Permit Request – Church)
Mayor Marvin Trott opened the meeting to hear public comment regarding a Conditional Use Permit request by New Beginnings Construction, Inc. to establish a church at 215 Kinston Highway (old Liberty Chevrolet building).
With no public comment brought before the Board, Mayor Trott declared the public hearing closed.

GOLF CART ORDINANCE (2010-07):

Mr. Whitehead, Town Administrator, presented to the Board the proposed Golf Cart Ordinance 2010-07 that will regulate the operation of golf carts on town streets.  This item was previously tabled at the December 14, 2010 meeting.  Mr. Whitehead stated that if approved the effective date would be July 1, 2011.

After discussion by the Board, a motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Paul Conner to approve the Golf Cart Ordinance 2010-07 with the effective date of July 1, 2011.  The motion was unanimously carried.

2009/2010 FINANCIAL AUDIT REPORT:

CPA, Paul Urban, with the firm of Williams, Scarborough, Smith & Gray presented the Board with the 2009/2010 Financial Audit Report.  Mr. Urban reported that the report was sent to the LGC and was approved.  Copy of the power point presentation is attached to these minutes.

COMMUNITY BUILDING PROJECT UPDATE:

Ms. Beth Walker, of the Walker Group Architect, Inc. reported on updates with the Community Building Project.  Ms. Walker presented a report on the results of the recent bid process with the three bids exceeding the project budget.  Ms. Walker recommended to change the project requirements to receive lower bids.  After further discussion, the Board requested to have the Walker Group and Mr. Whitehead follow up with each other and USDA with the focus on the interior of the building first and reserve the exterior and landscaping for a later date.  
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REQUEST (Church at 215 Kinston Hwy):

Now that the public hearing has been held, the Board deliberated on the New Beginnings Construction, Inc.’s request to establish a church at 215 Kinston Highway, the old Liberty Chevrolet Building.  

A motion was made by Alderman Fran Pierce, seconded by Alderman Paul Conner to approve the Conditional Use Permit Request made by New Beginnings Construction, Inc. for the operation of a church at 215 Kinston Hwy.  The motion was unanimously carried.

FINAL PLAT APPROVAL (Tri-Field Estates, Section 3-Phase 4):

Mr. Whitehead reported that RHC Construction & Realty is seeking Final Plat approval for Section 3, Phase 4 of the Tri-Field Estates Subdivision.  This is the final sewer allotment for Tri-Field under the terms of the SOC.  Mr. Whitehead stated that Town Attorney, Keith Fountain has reviewed it and finds the verbiage to be correct.

A motion was made by Alderman Paul Conner, seconded by Alderman McKinley Smith to approve RHC Construction & Realty’s Final Plat for Tri-Field Estates, Section 3 – Phase 4.  The motion was unanimously carried.

ADMINISTRATOR NOTES & UPDATES:
The Town Administrator, Gregg Whitehead, presented a copy of notes and updates to the Board which are attached to these minutes.  He also reported on the following:

· Received a letter requesting appointment of a member of the Board to the ECC Committee.  Alderman Hans Jacobsen is currently appointed to the Board and expressed his desire to be re-appointed if the Board approves.

A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman McKinley Smith to re-appoint Alderman Hans Jacobsen to the ECC Committee.  The motion was unanimously carried.

· Changed uniform/dry cleaning vendors from Alsco to Unifirst Corporation and received new uniforms for our Public Works Department Staff.

POLICE REPORT:

Chief Thomas Bennett presented a copy of the Activity Report for December 2010 to the Board.  A copy of the report is attached to these minutes.  

Chief Bennett also introduced Ryan Dean Hester to the Board.  Mayor Trott swore in Ryan Dean Hester as a new Reserve Police Officer for the Richlands Police Department.

Chief Bennett also reported on the following:

· New police vehicle is ready and plan on picking it up within the next couple of days.

· Based on our increased population, we are now required by the state to record (on paper) all of our traffic stops and send them to the state.
· Received a letter today regarding “Operation Medicine Drop” which is a campaign to stop teens from accessing prescription medications in the home.  Chief Bennett stated that we will be participating in this campaign and that there will be no added cost to the town.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

None

BOARD MEMBERS CONCERNS:

Alderman Fran Pierce:  Thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  Complimented Chief Bennett for doing a wonderful job.

Alderman McKinley Smith:  Thanked the public for attending the meeting.  Thanked Gregg Whitehead for serving on the General Government Legislative Action Committee.

Alderman Hans Jacobsen:  Thanked the Board for the opportunity to serve another term on the ECC Committee.  Complimented the Police Department on a job well done.

PERSONNEL:
None

CLOSED SESSION:

None 

ADJOURN:

With no further business, a motion was made by Alderman Paul Conner, seconded by Alderman McKinley Smith to adjourn the meeting at 6:59 pm.  The motion was unanimously carried.







Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________
________________________________

Mayor Marvin Trott



Doreen Putney, Town Clerk
