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The Richlands’ Board of Aldermen met in Regular Session Tuesday evening, January 12, 2010 at 6:00 pm at the Richlands Town Hall.  Present for the meeting were:


McKinley Smith, Mayor Pro Tem


Tom Brown, Alderman


Hans Jacobsen, Alderman


Fran Pierce, Alderman


Paul Conner, Alderman

Absent:  Mayor Marvin Trott

Also present for the meeting were:  Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator; Keith Fountain, Town Attorney; Thomas Bennett, Chief of Police; Lt. Ron Lindig, Police Officer; Johnathan Jarman, Public Works Director; Doreen Putney, Town Clerk; and Whitney Saunders, Advertiser News.

There were approximately 9 citizens also present.

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Pro Tem, McKinley Smith

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Mayor Pro Tem, McKinley Smith
INVOCATION:  Alderman Hans Jacobsen

ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  

A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Paul Conner to adopt the agenda as presented.  The motion was unanimously carried.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES:

A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Paul Conner to adopt the minutes of December 8, 2009.  The motion was unanimously carried.

EAST CAROLINA COUNCIL MEMBER APPOINTMENT:

Gregg Whitehead reported that the current appointment of Alderman Jacobsen to the Eastern Carolina Council General Membership Board has expired.  He stated that the Board either needs to reappoint him or appoint another to the Board.  

A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Fran Pierce to reappoint Alderman Hans Jacobsen to the ECC General Membership Board.  The motion was unanimously carried.

TAXICAB FRANCHISE RENEWAL REQUEST:
Gregg Whitehead reported that the Richlands Taxi Cab Company desires to renew their franchise for another year, however, a public hearing needs to be held on the renewal request.

A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Hans Jacobsen to schedule a public hearing during the next Board of Alderman Meeting on February 9, 2010 in regards to the renewal request of Richlands Taxi Cab Company to extend their franchise for an additional year.  The motion was unanimously carried.

BOARD WORKSHOP DISCUSSION:

Mayor Pro Tem, McKinley Smith turned over the discussion to Town Administrator, Gregg Whitehead.  Mr. Whitehead reported that this is a revaluation year and recommended to incorporate the workshop into a more formal budget workshop and to conduct it locally and not out of town.
A motion was made by Alderman Paul Conner, seconded by Alderman Hans Jacobsen to have Town Administrator develop a course outline having the workshops held locally and present the outline at the next meeting.  The motion was unanimously carried.

ADMINISTRATORS NOTES AND UPDATES:

The Town Administrator, Gregg Whitehead, presented a copy of notes and updates to the Board which are attached to these minutes.  He also reported on the following:

· He attended a Census Meeting today, January 12, 2010 along with other towns, Military and businesses and gave the Board an update on the outreach program.
SWEARING IN OF OFFICER AARON TILL:

Doreen Putney, Town Clerk, swore in Aaron Matthew Till as a Police Officer for the Richlands Police Department.

POLICE REPORT:

Chief Thomas Bennett presented a copy of the Activity Report for December, 2009 to the Board.  A copy of the report is attached to these minutes.

BOARD MEMBERS CONCERNS:

Alderman Tom Brown spoke of continued concerns with two homes on Foy Street.  He also requested that a Public Safety Committee meeting be scheduled regarding the working relationship between the Police Department and the Richlands Schools.

Alderman Hans Jacobsen stated concerns with a home on Hargett St. and continued concerns with the streets.  

Alderman Paul Conner addressed continuing to follow up with the USDA to secure funding for the Community Building renovations.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Mr. Stan Simchick approached the Board with his concern on the visibility on the corner of Hargett St. and Wilmington Street in front of the auto parts store.  Mr. Whitehead stated that the Department of Transportation has preliminary plans for renovations to the inter-section, however, due to state funding it could take a while for completion.

ADJOURN
A motion was made by Alderman Paul Conner, seconded by Alderman Tom Brown to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 pm.  The motion was unanimously carried.






Respectfully Submitted,

_______________________________
_____________________________

Mayor Pro Tem McKinley Smith

Doreen Putney, Town Clerk
