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The Richlands Board of Aldermen met in Regular Session on Tuesday, January 14, 2014, at 6:00 pm in the Board Room at the Richlands Town Hall.  Present for the meeting were:


Mayor McKinley D. Smith, Sr.

Alderman Paul Conner


Alderman Michael Carpenter


Alderman Tom Brown



Absent:  Alderman Kent Painter and Alderman Kandy Koonce
Also present were:

Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator
 
Doreen Putney, Town Clerk


Ron Lindig, Chief of Police



Johnathan Jarman, Public Works Director 

Keith Fountain, Town Attorney
 

Trevor Normile, Duplin Times
Scott Crompton, Richlands Fire Chief
There were no citizens present.

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:
Mayor McKinley Smith called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Alderman Paul Conner
INVOCATION:
Mayor McKinley Smith

ADOPTION OF AGENDA:

Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator, presented the agenda to the Board.

A motion was made by Alderman Paul Conner, seconded by Alderman Michael Carpenter to adopt the agenda as presented.  The motion was unanimously carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES (December 10, 2013):

A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Paul Conner to approve the Regular Board meeting minutes of December 10, 2013.  The motion was unanimously carried.

CODE OF ORDINANCES ENACTING ORDINANCE 2014-01:
Mr. Whitehead presented to the Board the newly codified ordinances for the Town of Richlands that were prepared by American Legal Publishing Corporation.  Mr. Whitehead explained that the some changes were made to various existing ordinances and that a public hearing will need to be scheduled prior to adopting the enacting ordinance.   The codification process cannot be completed until the Board formally approves the Code of Ordinances Enacting Ordinance after the public hearing is held.  Mr. Whitehead requested for the Board to review the book.  Any changes and/or corrections can be made afterwards.  Two noticeable changes were to the taxi cab ordinance and the soliciting ordinance.  We can no longer ban soliciting, however, if the homeowner posts a sign of no trespassing, or no soliciting, they cannot solicit that home.  Doing so would violate the ordinance.
After further discussion, a motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Paul Conner to schedule a public hearing at the regular scheduled Board of Alderman Meeting, February 11, 2014 at 6:00 pm to hear public comment on the codified Code of Ordinances for the Town of Richlands.   The motion was unanimously carried.

Alderman Brown requested to review the parade ordinance and to make revisions to include the clean-up of horse manure immediately following horses in the parade.  Mr. Whitehead stated that he will make a draft revision of that ordinance and bring it back to the board for review.
BUDGET AMENDMENT #01 for FY 2013/2014:

Mr. Whitehead provided the Board with Budget Amendment #01 which will amend the budget for the Governor’s Highway Safety Grant funds as well as the Venters Park Wishing Tree project.

A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Paul Conner to approve Budget Amendment #01 for FY 2013/2014.  The motion was unanimously carried.

VENTERS PARK MASTER PLAN:
Mr. Whitehead provided to the Board the Master Plan that was prepared by the Eastern Carolina Council as part of the application process for the PARTF grant funds for Venters Park.  The plan is a guide that expresses future needs for the park.  If the Board adopts the plan, it will provide additional PARTF points in the application process.  A proposed budget plan for the Venters Park Redevelopment Project was also provided to the Board. 

A copy of the Master Plan and Proposed Budget Plan for Venters Park Redevelopment Project are incorporated by reference and hereby made part of these minutes.

Mr. Whitehead stated that the Board needs to review and then adopt the Venters Park Redevelopment Project and associated budget.  The total estimated cost is $131,469 with our 50% total share at $65,734. If awarded the grant, the project must be completed within three years to qualify for reimbursement.  The funding of the project components will take place during the budget process.  
Mr. Whitehead also stated that electrical upgrades to the park will be taking place within the next couple of months.  Removal of the old equipment will need to be done prior to the beginning of the grant project.  Those costs will be the responsibility of the town.  
After further discussion, a motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Paul Conner to approve the master plan and the park projected costs for Venters Park. The motion was unanimously carried.

ADMINISTRATOR NOTES AND UPDATES:

The Town Administrator, Gregg Whitehead, presented a copy of notes and updates to the Board

which are incorporated by reference and hereby made part of these minutes.  
POLICE REPORT:

Chief Ron Lindig provided a copy of the Activity Report for the month of December 2013 to the Board which are incorporated by reference and hereby made part of these minutes.  He also reported on the following:
· This Friday, January 17, 2014, we will be picking up the new 2014 Dodge Charger GHSP Vehicle.

· Submitted the continuation grant with the GHSP.  Since we now have the grant traffic officer working and a part time officer, we have been provide back up for our full time officers and allow them to utilize some of their vacation time.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
None
BOARD MEMBER CONCERNS:

Alderman Tom Brown:
Asked Johnathan Jarman, Public Works Director if there are any issued that he needs to discuss and if we are planning on adding an employee to the public works department.  Mr. Jarman stated that in the next year’s budget, he is planning on requesting a full time employee for his department.  Both of our current employees may be retiring in the next few years and I would like someone to learn the ropes and be able to take over when that time comes.  Mr. Whitehead stated that he would like to have a zoning/code enforcement officer in the near future also.
Mayor McKinley Smith:
Stated that he appreciates the efforts and the Boards’ vote of confidence in appointing him to represent us at the ECC.  He attended his first meeting and stated that it was a very enjoyable, enlightening experience.  Mayor Smith stated that we have missed a lot of important information during the past two years and that he plans on being an active participant in this organization and will bring back everything he can to this town.
Mayor Smith also reported that we have been presented a plaque from the Jacksonville-Onslow Chamber of Commerce for being a “Hall of Fame Contributor, to Excellence in Education” for the year 2013.
CLOSED SESSION:

None

ADJOURN:

With no further business, a motion was made by Alderman Paul Conner, seconded by Alderman Tom Brown to adjourn the meeting at 6:26 pm.  The motion was unanimously carried.








Respectfully Submitted,

____________________________________
__________________________________

Attest:






Mayor McKinley D. Smith, Sr.

Doreen Putney, Town Clerk
