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The Richlands’ Board of Alderman met in Regular Session Tuesday evening, February 9, 2010 at 6:00 pm at the Richlands Town Hall.  Present for the meeting were:


Mayor Marvin 

McKinley Smith, Mayor Pro Tem


Tom Brown, Alderman


Fran Pierce, Alderman


Hans Jacobsen, Alderman

Absent:  Paul Conner, Alderman

Also present for the meeting were:  Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator; Keith Fountain, Town Attorney; Thomas Bennett, Chief of Police; Lt. Ron Lindig, Police Officer; Johnathan Jarman, Public Works Director; Doreen Putney, Town Clerk; Whitney Saunders, Advertiser News; Duane Strassman, Richlands Checker Cab Co.; and Beth and Jerry Walker, Walker Group Architecture.

There was one (1) citizen in attendance.

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Marvin Trott

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Mayor Pro Tem, McKinley Smith

INVOCATION:  Mayor Pro Tem, McKinely Smith

ADOPTION OF AGENDA:
A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Hans Jacobsen to adopt the agenda as presented.  The motion was unanimously carried.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES:
A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Hans Jacobsen to adopt the minutes of January 12, 2010.  The motion was unanimously carried.

PUBLIC HEARING FOR TAXICAB FRANCHISE RENEWAL:
Mayor Trott opened the meeting for a public hearing to receive public comment on a Taxicab Franchise request renewal of Richlands Checker Cab Co.  With no comment brought before the Board, Mayor Trott closed the public hearing.

 TAXICAB FRANCHISE REQUEST:

A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman McKinley Smith to approve the request for renewal of the Richlands Checker Cab Co. for a period of one year, expiring on February 8, 2011.  The motion was unanimously.

Mr. Duane Strassman of Richlands Checker Cab Co. was present to answer questions from the Board.  Mr. Strassman informed the board that they are now licensed and franchised in Jacksonville giving them access to transport individuals to and from Camp Lejeune and Jacksonville.  He stated that all the drivers were required to complete drug testing and extensive background checks in order to get approved for the license.  He also reported that they are looking into a property in Richlands to locate their business.
COMMUNITY BUILDING ARCHITECT AGREEMENT (Walker Group Architecture, Inc.:

Ms. Beth Walker, Walker Group Architecture, Inc., came before the board to express her appreciation for allowing the Walker Group to be a part of this project.  She was also able to answer any questions the Board had with the Architect Agreement between them and the Town of Richlands regarding the renovations of the Richlands Community Building.  Keith Fountain, Town Attorney stated that he has reviewed the agreement and everything seemed to be in order.
After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Alderman McKinley Smith, seconded by Alderman Tom Brown to approve the Architect Agreement between the Town of Richlands and The Walker Group Architecture, Inc. in order to proceed with the Richlands Community Center Project and secure USDA Funding.  The motion was unanimously carried.

2010 CENSUS RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT:
A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman McKinley Smith to adopt Resolution 2010-01 Affirming Support of and Partnership with the 2010 CENSUS.  The motion was unanimously carried.

ONSLOW COUNTY ¼ CENT SALES TAX RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT:
Gregg Whitehead reported that the Onslow County Board of Commissioners is requesting that the municipalities adopt a resolution of support for a ¼ cent sales tax increase on the May 4, 2010 ballot.  Mr. Whitehead stated that the county has not yet determined how the money will be utilized and that they are waiting for the re-evaluation process to be completed before making a decision.  

After further discussion, a motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman McKinley Smith to table the ¼ Sales Tax Resolution of Support until a decision is made as to how the funds will be distributed.  The motion was unanimously carried.
MOSQUITO CONTROL APPLICATION RESOLUTION:
A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Hans Jacobsen to approve the FY2011 Mosquito Control Application Resolution and to designate the Town Administrator, Gregg Whitehead to execute all paperwork required for the application and the State Aid Program.  The motion was unanimously carried.
ADMINISTRATORS NOTES AND UPDATES:
The Town Administrator, Gregg Whitehead, presented a copy of notes and updates to the Board which are attached to these minutes.  He also reported on the following:

· Presented to the Board an outline for the 2010 Alderman Workshop to include a budget overview and departmental issues and needs.  Mr. Whitehead recommended to have the workshop the end of March, beginning of April after the re-evaluation figures have been completed by the county.

· Suggested that we request two overlays from ONWASA on New Street and Church Street.  Also to repair water tap on Onslow St.  He also stated that Foy Street is the longest road in the town and is in need of repair.  He reported that DOT will not be able to repair any state road until the next years budget.

The Board requested for Mr. Whitehead to get with Dan Straub, ONWASA Richlands Water Treatment Plant, on flow figures for the last three months to include the amount we treat and how much is going into the system.  Mr. Whitehead is to present results at the next months meeting.

· Mr. Whitehead stated that he spoke with Fire Chief Michael Jarman regarding parking issues for firemen when they are called out on an emergency.  Mr. Whitehead suggested that since the skate park is not being utilized, that we use it for a parking lot for the fire department.

After further discussion, a motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Hans Jacobsen to abandon the skate park and allow the Richlands Fire Department to use the area for parking.  The motion was unanimously carried.

POLICE REPORT:

Chief Thomas Bennett presented a copy of the Activity Report for January, 2010 to the Board.  A copy of the report is attached to these minutes.  He also reported on the following:
· Chief Bennett reported that the 2006 Dodge Charger’s engine ignited causing a fire and totaling the vehicle.  Lt. Ron Lindig was driving the vehicle at the time and was thankfully unharmed.  The insurance company and adjusters have been informed and we are waiting for their report.  We are also looking into a new vehicle.

· Lt. Ron Lindig presented a letter to the Board that he had written to Kathy Spencer, Onslow County School Superintendent relating to incidents that occurred between the Richlands School Administration (Principal Johnson) and the Police Department. Lt. Lindig expressed continued concerns with the relationship between the Richlands Police Department, Richlands Schools Administration and the Onslow County School Board.  Lt. Lindig stated that there is a lack of communication and respect.

After further discussion, the Board requested that our Town Administrator, Town Attorney and the Mayor get together and compose correspondence to the Onslow County School Board in regards to the issues and relationship between us, the schools and the School Board.

· Chief Bennett informed the Board that the Police Department earned enough points through the Governors Safety Program to be able to receive 5 sets of stop sticks.
BOARD MEMBERS CONCERNS:

There were no concerns from the Board Members.

ADJOURN:

A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Hans Jacobsen to adjourn the meeting at 6:50 pm.  The motion was unanimously carried.







Respectfully Submitted,

_________________________________
_________________________________

Mayor Marvin Trott



Doreen Putney, Town Clerk
