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The Richlands Board of Aldermen met in Regular Session on Tuesday, March 08, 2011 at 6:00 pm at the Richlands Town Hall.  Present for the meeting were:


Mayor Pro Tem McKinley Smith


Alderman Fran Pierce


Alderman Paul Conner


Alderman Hans Jacobsen


Alderman Tom Brown

Also present were:  Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator;  Keith Fountain, Town Attorney:  Chief Thomas Bennett, Police Department;  Johnathan Jarman, Public Works Director;  Doreen Putney, Town Clerk; Beth Walker, The Walker Group Architects; and Rachael Jenkins, Advertiser News.
There were 27 citizens present.

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:

Mayor Pro Tem McKinley Smith called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Alderman Hans Jacobsen
INVOCATION:
Alderman Hans Jacobsen
ADOPTION OF AGENDA:

A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Paul Conner to adopt the agenda with the addition of MGA Properties Annexation Request as item #3 under VIII New Business.  The motion was unanimously carried.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES:

A motion was made by Alderman Fran Pierce, seconded by Alderman Paul Conner to approve the Regular Board Meeting minutes of February 08, 2011 and the Special Call Meeting minutes of February 24, 2011.  The motion was unanimously carried.

PUBLIC HEARING (Conditional Use Request / Cemetery):

Mayor Pro Tem McKinley Smith opened the meeting to hear public comment regarding a conditional use request by the Community Christian Church for the establishment of a cemetery on church property. 
Mr. James Warren of 105 River Drive, Richlands NC:  Mr. Warren stated that due to unforeseen circumstances, a member of the church has recently passed and has been buried on the property.  He thanked the Board for their consideration in this matter and asked the Board to please honor the church’s request for the cemetery.
Mr. Kenneth Williams signed up to speak, then declined.

Mr. Jim Joiner of 101 Sabrina Drive, Richlands: Mr. Joiner stated that burial expenses continue to increase and with the church having our own cemetery, we would be able to offer a resting place for our church members and their families that would be affordable.  He also stated that the cemetery would be maintained by the church.
Mr. Sammy Owens, of the Community Christian Church:  Mr. Owens thanked the Board for listening and asked for their request for a cemetery be approved.
With no further comments or concerns from the public, Mayor Pro Tem Smith closed the Public Hearing.

PUBLIC HEARING (Conditional Use Request / Garage Apartment):

Mayor Pro Tem Smith opened the meeting to hear public comment regarding a conditional use request by Elizabeth Beckelhimer for the purpose of using an existing building on her property as a garage apartment and/or rental unit.  

Mr. Carrol Beaty of 202 E. Hargett St., Richlands:  Mr. Beaty stated that he is not opposing Ms. Beckelhimer’s request.  He only asks that she is careful to whom she rents the building to because it butts up against his back yard.

With no further comments or concerns from the public, Mayor Pro Tem Smith closed the Public Hearing.

COMMUNITY BUILDING RENOVATION UPDATE:

Ms. Beth Walker, The Walker Group Architects, presented to the Board a written summary and a revised set of drawings and asked the Board to review them and get back to her by the end of this month.  She stated that the scope of work is focused on the interior with three additional alternates. The three additional renovation alternates that the Board can choose depending upon budget are:
1. Enhance front entrance

2. Add exterior deck and patio area

3. Landscaping

Ms. Walker reported that their plan is to advertise for bids the first week of April, 2011, hold a pre construction conference, and anticipate the month of May for construction.  

A motion was made by Alderman Paul Conner, seconded by Alderman Tom Brown to proceed with the Community Building Project as recommended by The Walker Group Architects.  The motion was unanimously carried.
CONDITIONAL USE REQUEST (Cemetery):

Now that the Public Hearing has been held, the Board deliberated on the Conditional Use Request made by Community Christian Church.  Alderman Tom Brown’s concern was to insure that all of the neighbors were OK with it and that we were looking at the correct plot of land on the map.  No one came forward during public hearing contesting the request.

A motion was made by Alderman Fran Pierce, seconded by Alderman Paul Conner to grant a conditional use permit to the Community Christian Church for the purpose of establishing a cemetery on the church property located at 222 Richlands Loop Rd.  The motion was unanimously carried.

CONDITIONAL USE REQUEST (Garage Apartment):

Now that the Public Hearing was held, the Board deliberated on the Conditional Use Request made by Ms. Elizabeth Beckelhimer.  No one came forward during public hearing contesting the request.

A motion was made by Alderman Fran Pierce, seconded by Alderman Tom Brown to grant a conditional use permit to Ms. Elizabeth Beckelhimer for the purpose of establishing an existing building on her property for use as a garage apartment/rental unit.  The motion was unanimously carried.

MGA PROPERTIES ANNEXATION REQUEST:

Gregg Whitehead reported that part of the property on the final plat of MGA Properties’ phase I Winstead Place is not located within the town limits.  It will consist of 34 town homes and has already been allocated with sewer.  Mr. Whitehead stated that an annexation process must begin in order to annex in that part of the property.  Robert Cameron, MGA Properties, has submitted a Petition Requesting Annexation and it has been reviewed by the Town Clerk and the Town Administrator and have found the certification to be sufficient, however, the annexation requires approval from the Department of Justice and is still subject to the old laws. 

After further discussion, a motion was made by Alderman Paul Conner, seconded by Alderman Hans Jacobsen to schedule a public hearing on MGA Properties Annexation Request for the next Regular Board Meeting on April 12, 2011.  The motion was unanimously carried.

A second motion was made by Alderman Paul Conner, seconded by Alderman Tom Brown to approve the MGA Properties Final Plat on Phase I Winstead Place on the condition the annexation request be approved by the Department of Justice.  The motion was unanimously carried.
ADMINISTRATOR NOTES & UPDATES:

The Town Administrator, Gregg Whitehead, presented a copy of notes and updates to the Board which are attached to these minutes.  He also reported on the following:

· Gregg & Johnathan met with DOT with regards to downtown project.  DOT said that they should have cost estimates in 30-35 days.  This will include replacement of existing sidewalks.  The plan will eliminate 13-14 parking spaces, but will allow for better visibility at the intersection.
· Gregg stated that chief had the decals and equipment removed from the old police car and that we may use it for the Town Car.

· Gregg invited Robert Vause, District Engineer with DOT to attend our April Board meeting to discuss paving options.
· Jeff Hudson, Onslow County Manager, asked Gregg to inform the Board regarding a county Public Safety Memorial.  Mr. Hudson stated to Gregg that the county is opening it up for the local towns also.  If the town decided to participate, they would be required to assist with the cost.  The Board requested for Gregg to investigate this further and bring more information back to the Board.
· Gregg will e-mail the Board regarding this years Legislative Update which will be held March 25 or April 1st depending on location that the board chooses.  Gregg stated that there is a $20.00 registration fee.
POLICE REPORT:

Chief Thomas Bennett presented a copy of the Activity Report for February 2011 to the Board.  A copy of the report is attached to these minutes.

Chief Bennett also reported on the following:

· Chief reported that Officers Faircloth, Till and Bacon have been working on the Special Olympics Torch Run and raising funds.  They are planning on a Benefit Motorcycle Ride for June 18, 2011.  If the police department can raise $6,000, they will be recognized on next years Torch Run T-shirts.  Officer Faircloth will forward more information to Gregg to put on the Town’s web site.
· Chief introduced Stephanie VanWorner who is helping with our bike run. She is also having her own bike run on August 27, 2011 to benefit her niece who has a medical condition to help the family with their medical expenses.

· Chief introduced Theodore Cavanaugh III, a Criminal Justice Major to the Board.  Mr. Cavanaugh III will be interning with the police department starting in May for the summer.
PUBLIC COMMENT:

Ms. Laurie Howard of 101 S. Church St., Richlands:  Ms. Howard stated that she frequently conducts yard sales at her home.  She stated that she has spoken to other residents who also have yard sales and suggested that the town charge a $5.00 license fee for having a yard sale.  She stated that the town could use the money for repairing the roads in town. She also suggested that if someone held a yard sale and didn’t pay the $5.00 fee, they could be charged a fine of $25.00.  
The Board thanked her for the suggestion and stated that they would keep it in mind.
BOARD MEMBERS CONCERNS:

Alderman Fran Pierce:  Thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and hoped that we would have this good a crowd at every meeting.
Alderman Hans Jacobsen:  Stated that he is happy to see Foy Street fixed.
PERSONNEL:  
None

CLOSED SESSION:

None

ADJOURN:

With no further business, a motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Hans Jacobsen to adjourn the meeting at 6:49 pm.  The motion was unanimously carried.








Respectfully submitted,

________________________________

________________________________

Mayor Pro Tem McKinley Smith


Doreen Putney, Town Clerk
