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The Richlands’ Board of Alderman met in Regular Session Tuesday evening, March 09, 2010 at 6:00 pm at the Richlands Town Hall.  Present for the meeting were:


Mayor Marvin Trott


McKinley Smith, Mayor ProTem


Tom Brown, Alderman


Fran Pierce, Alderman


Hans Jacobsen, Alderman


Paul Conner, Alderman

Also present for the meeting were: Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator; Keith Fountain, Town Attorney; Thomas Bennett, Chief of Police; Johnathan Jarman, Public Works Director; Doreen Putney, Town Clerk; Cassie Horton, Advertiser News; Jeff Pearson, ONWASA Executive Director; and Frank Sanders, Director of Operations.

There were approximately (5) citizens in attendance.

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Marvin Trott

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Mayor ProTem, McKinley Smith

INVOCATION:  Mayor ProTem, McKinley Smith

ADOPTION OF AGENDA:

A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Paul Conner to adopt the agenda with the addition of Mr. Jax Eddleman on a presentation of his Eagle Scout Project.  The motion was unanimously carried.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES:

A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Hans Jacobsen to adopt the minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of February 9, 2010 and the Special Call Meeting of March 2, 2010.  The motion was unanimously carried.

ONSLOW COUNTY SALES TAX RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT (2010-02):

Gregg Whitehead reported that he received the 2010 Revaluation Report and forwarded copies to the Board for their review.  In the report it states that if the ¼ cent sales tax increase is approved then there would be a .01 cent rollback for fiscal year 2010/2011 on property tax and an additional .01 cent rollback in fiscal year 2011/2012.  Any remaining funds will be disbursed between Public Safety and Public Education.  Mr. Whitehead stated that the ¼ cent sales tax is a county tax and would not be shared with the individual town.
Mr. Whitehead reported that the county wide property tax values when up 2.60%.  Richlands tax values went up 18.87% on average.

After further discussion between Board members the item died with lack of a motion.
ONWASA DISCUSSION: 
Mr. Jeff Pearson, Executive Director of ONWASA and Mr. Frank Sanders, ONWASA Director of Engineering approached the Board to answer questions and concerns that the Board had regarding an update on the SOC, Satellite Office Evaluation, Inflow/Infiltration Project including the condition of the streets and other ONWASA issues that interest the Town of Richlands. 
Mayor Trott requested from Mr. Pearson the final report on the I & I Project from Rivers & Associates and to also keep him informed of the progress on the SOC.  Mr. Sanders stated that defective materials were used and there continues to be a leakage problem with the liners that were installed in the sewer pipes and that the manhole liners are leaking as well.  Mr. Sanders stated that ONWASA is not satisfied with the work and also there has been insufficient work done with regards to the road repairs. ONWASA will be relining the pipes with a thinner liner to repair the leaks.  He stated that these liners should last approximately 20-25 years.  They will also have contractors repair the roads.  Once there is substantial completion of the project and road repairs are made, Mr. Sanders indicated there is a one year warranty on the work. Mr. Sanders acknowledged that the plants flows have been over 250,000 gals per day and that they have been out of compliance since November 2009.  

Mr. Sanders reported that construction on the new WWTP in Richlands is to begin January 31, 2011 and be completed by December 1, 2013.  He stated that they are currently finalizing the DWQ permit and waiting finalization of the USDA Grant funding.  
No action was taken.

MAIDSTONE PARK FINAL PLAT APPROVAL:

The final plat for Maidstone Park was presented to the Board for review.  

After a brief discussion a motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman McKinely Smith to approve the final Plat for Maidstone Park Subdivision Phase I, Section 3 subject to the utilities and roads being dedicated to the Town of Richlands.  The motion was unanimously carried.

GOVDEALS MEMO OF UNDERSTANDING:

Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator, presented to the Board a Memo of Understanding between GovDeals and the Town of Richlands.  This MOU would authorize GovDeals to collect any and all payments received from internet auction sales who would then forward the money collected to the Town. This would allow for the customers to utilize PayPal and credit card payments which would increase the ability for customers to bid on our surplus items on auction.
A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Hans Jacobsen to approve the Memo of Understanding between GovDeals and the Town of Richlands.  The motion was unanimously carried.

PRESENTATION BY JAX EDDLEMAN:

Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator, reported that Mr. Jax Eddleman is working towards Eagle Scout.  Mr. Eddleman presented to the Board an Eagle Scout project to construct a fountain park in front of the Town Hall in the 11-9 foot garden section that is currently there.  Mr. Eddleman would be selling bricks to fund the project.  Mayor Trott thanked Mr. Eddleman for his interest in doing this project and is looking forward to seeing the final result.

SURPLUS PROPERTY RESOLUTION 2010-03:

Mr. Whitehead stated that the list of unused and/or unneeded equipment on the surplus list is divided into lots and will be sold by electronic/internet auction through GovDeals.  Mr. Whitehead stated that we will establish the date for the auction sometime in April.  He stated that a representative from GovDeals will be assisting us with entering all items/lots on the site.
A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Paul Conner to adopt the Surplus Property Resolution 2010-03 and to allow the staff to determine the dates for the auction in April, 2010.  The motion was unanimously carried.

SURPLUS PROPERTY RESOLUTION 2010-04:

Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator presented Resolution 2010-04 allowing the Town to declare the 1985 Chevrolet Blazer as surplus and be donated back to the NC Federal Surplus Agency.  We are not authorized to sell this vehicle under the agreement with the NC Federal Surplus Agency.

A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Hans Jacobsen to adopt the Surplus Property Resolution 2010-04.  The motion was unanimously carried.

USDA LOAN COMMITMENT: (Schedule a Public Hearing)
Mr. Whitehead reported that the USDA requires for the Board to hold a Public Hearing to receive comments regarding the Town’s proposal to obtain financing from USDA for the Community Building project.
A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Paul Conner to schedule a public hearing regarding the USDA Loan Commitment for Tuesday, March 30, 2010 at 6:00 pm and to be held at the Town Hall.  The motion was unanimously carried.

ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT:  (Schedule a Public Hearing)

Mr. Whitehead presented the proposed Zoning Text Amendment that would allow corner lots to have a designated side yard of no less than 15 feet.  

A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Paul Conner to schedule a Public Hearing during the next Regular Board of Alderman Meeting, April 13, 2010 at 6:00 pm in the Town Hall.  The motion was unanimously carried.
ECCLESIA MINISTRIES CHURCH PROPERTY REQUEST:

Mr. Whitehead reported that Ecclesia Ministries is requesting that the Board consider donating any useable land owned by the Town to the Church.  After a lengthy discussion, our Town Attorney, Keith Fountain stated that due to General Statutes we cannot donate without going through a complicated lengthy legal process and that our ability to easily transfer the property is limited.  The Board instructed Mr. Whitehead to inform the Church owner of this fact and that we will not be able to proceed with their request.
ADMINISTRATORS NOTES AND UPDATES:
The Town Administrator, Gregg Whitehead, presented a copy of notes and updates to the Board which are attached to these minutes.  He also reported on the following:

· Mr. Whitehead requested on behalf of Pubic Works Director, Johnathan Jarman, for permission to cut down the unsightly pine trees in front of the Town Hall.  The Board gave their permission.

POLICE REPORT:

Chief Thomas Bennett presented a copy of the Activity Report for February, 2010 to the Board.  A copy of the report is attached to these minutes.  

BOARD MEMBERS CONCERNS:
There were no concerns from the Board Members at this time.

ADJOURN:

There being no further business, a motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Hans Jacobsen to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 pm.  The motion was unanimously carried.








Respectfully Submitted,

__________________________________

__________________________________

Mayor Marvin Trott




Doreen Putney, Town Clerk
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