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The Richlands Board of Aldermen met in Regular Session on Tuesday, April 12, 2011 at 6:00 
pm at the Richlands Town Hall.  Present for the meeting were: 
 
 Mayor Pro Tem McKinley Smith 
 Alderman Fran Pierce 
 Alderman Paul Conner 
 Alderman Hans Jacobsen 
 Alderman Tom Brown 
 
Also present were:   
Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator   Keith Fountain, Town Attorney 
Chief Thomas Bennett, Police Department   Johnathan Jarman, Public Works Director 
Doreen Putney, Town Clerk     Rachael Jenkins, Advertiser News 
Matthew Stuart, Onslow Cty Planning Department  Robert Vause, NCDOT District Engineer 
Robert Cameron, MGA Properties 
 
There were 13 citizens present. 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Pro Tem McKinley Smith called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Alderman Fran Pierce 
 
INVOCATION: Alderman Hans Jacobsen 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
 
A motion was made by Alderman Paul Conner, seconded by Alderman Fran Pierce to adopt the 
agenda as written.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES: 
 
A motion was made by Alderman Paul Conner, seconded by Alderman Fran Pierce to approve 
the Regular Board Meeting minutes of March 08, 2011.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING (MGA Properties Voluntary Annexation Petition): 
 
Mayor Pro Tem McKinley Smith opened the meeting to hear public comment regarding the 
voluntary annexation petition submitted by MGA Properties for Onslow County Tax Parcels 43-



58.2 and 206-36.1 which are part of the Winstead Place Town Homes to make them part of the 
town limits of Richlands. 
 
With no further comments or concerns from the public, Mayor Pro Tem Smith closed the Public 
Hearing. 
 
ONSLOW COUNTY MANUFACTURED HOME DEMOLITION ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM PRESENTATION: 
 
Gregg Whitehead introduced Mr. Matthew Stuart with the Onslow County Planning Department 
who provided the board with an overview of the Onslow County Manufactured Home 
Demolition Assistance Program (MHDAP).  Mr. Stuart stated that the MHDAD was created to 
assist with the fee of the demolition of vacant mobile homes for owners who cannot afford the 
cost.  The cost of demolition for a single wide mobile homes is approximately $1,800.  Of this 
$1,000 is paid by MHDAP and the qualified applicant would pay a co-pay of approximately 
$350.00.  The municipality would be required to pay the remaining difference, approximately 
$400 to $500.   
 
After further discussion, a motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman 
Fran Pierce to table this issue until more information becomes available.  The motion was 
unanimously carried. 
 
NCDOT STREET MAINTENANCE UPDATE: 
 
Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator, introduced Mr. Robert Vause, our NCDOT District 
Engineer to the Board.  Mr. Vause gave an update on the street maintenance plans for the state 
roads in the town and how we may be able to benefit from participating in the bid process.  Mr. 
Vause stated that depending upon DOT  Secondary Roads Allocation, they are planning on 
repairs to East Hargett Street out to Lucille Britt this fall of 2011.  He stated that Wilmington 
Street and Franck Street out to the bridge are planned for 2012 and that West Hargett to Hwy 258 
is lower on the priority.  Mr. Whitehead stated that we could piggy back with DOT using 
available Powell Bill Funds to repair some of the town owned roads by adding into contract with 
DOT. 
 
No action was required by the Board.  Mr. Whitehead will provide more information as it 
becomes available. 
 
MGA PROPERTIES  ANNEXATION ORDINANCE 2011-01 APPROVAL: 
 
Now that the proper Public Hearing has been held the Board deliberated on the annexation 
petition submitted by MGA Properties.  No one came forward during the public hearing 
contesting the request. 
 
A motion was made by Alderman Paul Conner, seconded by Alderman Tom Brown to approve 
MGA Properties Annexation Ordinance 2011-01 to extend the corporate limits of the Town of 



Richlands to include Onslow County Tax Parcel 43-58.2 and 206-36.1.  The motion was 
unanimously carried. 
 
MILLS COTTAGE FINAL PLAT REVISION: 
 
Mr. Whitehead reported that the original final plat for Mills Cottage was approved by the Board 
on April 13, 2010 and established a twenty foot private utility easement.  The developer has 
requested to replace the twenty foot easement with a fifteen foot easement to allow the property 
owners more useful backyard space.  Mr. Whitehead stated that decreasing the utility easement 
will not affect the existing utility lines.  These utility lines are not owned by ONWASA. 
 
After discussion, a motion was made by Alderman Fran Pierce, seconded by Alderman Paul 
Conner to approve the Final Plat Revision for Mills Cottage allowing for a fifteen foot utility 
easement.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
RESTORATION GRANT APPLICATION (Rural Center Building Reuse): 
 
Mr. Whitehead reported that the owner of New Beginnings Child Care, Cheryl Cavanaugh, is 
seeking to obtain $240,000 in grant funds to establish a child care facility and create 30 jobs.  
Mr. Whitehead stated that Town approval is required in order for the application to be submitted.  
The Town would also be required to contribute 3% of the grant amount, approximately $7,200 of 
in-kind time/costs.  Ms. Cavanaugh spoke to the Board regarding her intentions on applying for 
the grant and the business.  Ms. Cavanaugh stated that a conference call will be conducted with 
the Town Administrator, herself and Melody Adams of the Building Reuse and Restoration 
Program so that all questions can be asked and answered. 
 
After further discussion and questions answered by Ms. Cavanaugh, a motion was made by 
Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Paul Conner to allow Mayor Pro Tem McKinley 
Smith to sign the Pre Application Conference Form so the conference call can be made and also 
for the Town Administrator along with the Town Attorney to investigate further the legal aspects 
of the agreement.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
WASTE INDUSTRIES CONTRACT EXTENSION: 
 
Mr. Whitehead reported that our current contract with Waste Industries expires on July 1, 2011.  
A two year extension would keep the per-cart rate at $7.38 for 2011 and increase by 2% to $7.53 
in 2012. 
 
A motion was made by Alderman Hans Jacobsen, seconded by Alderman Tom Brown to 
approve the Amendment of Contract Agreement between the Town of Richlands and Waste 
Industries, LLC for an additional two year period ending June 30, 2013.  The motion was 
unanimously carried. 
 
 
 
 



NC SMALL TOWN MAIN STREET PROGRAM RESOLUTION: 
 
Mr. Whitehead explained the NC Small Town Main Street Program that is administered by the 
NC Department of Commerce and provides technical assistance in downtown revitalization and 
historic preservation.  The program is available to towns under 7,500 in population.  Only three 
towns will be selected to participate in the program and applications are due by May 31, 2011.  
Mr. Whitehead stated that there are no fees required, however, participating towns are required 
to reimburse monthly travel related expenses of the state staff which could average between 
$3,000 and $5,000 annually. This is a one year program and the state staff would come by each 
month. 
 
After further discussion, a motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman 
Hans Jacobsen to approve the Resolution in support of an application to participate in the North 
Carolina Small Town Main Street Program 2011-2012 and make Gregg Whitehead the contact 
person for the program.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
ADMINISTRATOR NOTES & UPDATES: 
 
The Town Administrator, Gregg Whitehead, presented a copy of notes and updates to the Board 
which are attached to these minutes.  He also reported on the following: 
 
 The revised bids for the Community Building Project will be open May 12, 2011. 

 
 Town Hall Day is scheduled for May 4, 2011.  Other towns are not staying for dinner and 

also not spending the night.  Mr. Whitehead recommended that we go for the afternoon 
briefing and return the same day.  Asked for the Board to let the Town Clerk know of 
there intentions in attending so she can proceed with registration. 

 
POLICE REPORT: 
 
Chief Thomas Bennett presented a copy of the Activity Report for March 2011 to the Board.  A 
copy of the report is attached to these minutes. 
 
He also reported on the following: 
 
 Chief Bennett gave an update on the Credit Card Thefts that occurred in Beulaville and 

the Richlands Primary School.  Officer Hasbargen has received a positive ID on one of 
the suspects and is awaiting an arrest warrant. 

 
 Chief Bennett and Officer Davis attended the Justice Academy regarding “Property & 

Evidence” storage.  Chief Bennett reported that he would like to conduct an audit of the 
evidence room along with the Town Clerk, Doreen Putney.  He also stated that he will 
look into what can be done about ventilation with Johnathan Jarman, Public Works 
Director.  

 



 Alderman Tom Brown requested for the Police Department to be aware of more children 
riding bikes without helmets. 

 
 Alderman Hans Jacobsen requested for more of a police presence at the park where 

teenagers tend to “hang out” more frequently. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
None 
 
BOARD MEMBERS CONCERNS: 
 
Alderman Fran Pierce:  Thanked everyone for attending the meeting. 
 
Alderman Paul Conner:  Thanked everyone for attending the meeting. 
 
Alderman Tom Brown:  Stated that he received a compliment from a citizen regarding the great 
work that the Public Works Department is doing in the town. 
 
PERSONNEL: None 
 
CLOSED SESSION:  None  
 
ADJOURN: 
 
With no further business, a motion was made by Alderman Hans Jacobsen, seconded by 
Alderman Paul Conner to adjourn the meeting at 7:11pm.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
__________________________________  __________________________________ 
Mayor Pro Tem McKinley Smith   Doreen Putney, Town Clerk 


