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The Richlands Board of Alderman met in Regular Session Tuesday, August 10, 2010 at 6:00 at 
the Richlands Town Hall.  Present for the meeting were: 
 

Mayor Marvin Trott 
Mayor Pro Tem McKinley Smith 
Alderman Fran Pierce 
Alderman Paul Conner 
Alderman Hans Jacobsen 
Alderman Tom Brown 

 
Also present for the meeting were:  Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator; Keith Fountain, 
Town Attorney; Chief Thomas Bennett, Police Department; Lt. Ron Lindig,  Police Department; 
Johnathan Jarman, Public Works Director; Erin Juhls, Collection Clerk; Beth Walker, The 
Walker Group; Jerry Walker, The Walker Group; Erika Pinket, Advertiser News. 
 
There were two (2) citizens present. 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor Marvin Trott called the meeting to order at 6: 10 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Mayor ProTem McKinley Smith 
 
INVOCATION:  Mayor ProTem McKinley Smith 
 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: 
 
A Motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Fran Pierce to adopt the 
agenda as written.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES: 
 
A motion was made by Alderman Hans Jacobsen, seconded by Alderman Fran Pierce to adopt 
the minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of July 13, 2010 as amended.  The motion was 
unanimously carried. 
 
RESOLUTION 2010-06 (COMMUNITY CENTER FINAL PLANS & SPECIFICATIONS: 
 
Adoption of a resolution approving the final plans and specifications for the rehabilitation of the 
Richlands Community Center is one of the USDA Rural Development financing requirements. 



Beth Walker of The Walker Group was present to answer any questions from the board and to 
present the final plans for the Community Center to the Board for review.  She stated that 
currently the USDA is reviewing the plans.  She also gave a review of the improvements to be 
made.  The interior will have a new kitchen, accessible bathrooms and all new light fixtures.  The 
exterior will have the vinyl siding removed and the wood refinished.  There will also be an 
exterior courtyard area added with a stone wall, brick patio and wooden bench. 
Alderman Tom Brown and Mayor Marvin Trott expressed their concerns about the acoustics in 
the building and wondered if there can be anything done to improve them.  Ms. Walker stated 
that window treatments could help and if we come in under budget that they are committed to 
spending it however is needed to continue improvements to the building. 
After the review a motion was made by Alderman McKinley Smith, seconded by Alderman Fran 
Pierce to adopt the Resolution 2010-06 (Community Center Final Plans & Specifications). The 
motion was unanimously carried.  A copy of the resolution is attached to these minutes. 
 
USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT UPDATE: 
 
Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator updated the Board on the USDA financing and 
construction timeline regarding the Richlands Community Center.  Mr. Whitehead stated that the 
hope is to start construction in the fall before December after the review and bid periods. 
Mr. Whitehead also stated that that he spoke with Ms. Miller regarding the financing of a future 
street improvement project.  Ms. Miller stated that there is no more stimulus money but that it is 
possible to get a loan for the street project for thirty (30) years.  Mr. Whitehead also stated that 
we do qualify for a 75% grant.  Mayor Trott expressed his concerns about the quality of the 
streets and stated that he does not want to wait for grant money and would like to see about 
getting a loan.  Mr. Whitehead stated that he would start looking at the numbers for a loan for 
street improvements. 
 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPOINTMENT: 
 
Mr. Whitehead reported that the Board of Adjustment term for Alderman Paul Conner will 
expire on August 14, 2010.  If the Board decides to re-appoint Alderman Conner his term would 
be for an additional three (3) years. 
 
A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Hans Jacobsen to re-
appoint Alderman Paul Conner to the Board of Adjustment.  The motion was unanimously 
carried. 
 
ITINERANT MERCHANT ORDINANCE: 
 
Mr. Whitehead presented to the Board an Itinerant Merchant Ordinance that has been tabled on 
two separate occasions.  Mr. Whitehead stated that he does not expect the board to pass it at this 
time but would like to get a discussion started to see if he is going in the right direction.   The 
purpose of the ordinance is to try to regulate and/or control roadside vendors that show up to sell 
on property that they do not own.  He also stated that this puts the property owner at a 
disadvantage.  Keith Fountain, Town Attorney stated that the language does need to be worked 
on and that there are items that need to be covered. 



Mayor Trott stated that he would like to appoint a liaison to work on the Ordinance.  Alderman 
Paul Conner volunteered and asked Alderman Fran Pierce if she would like to help as well.  
Alderman Fran Pierce agreed. 
 
ONWASA UPDATE: 
 
Mayor Trott stated that ONWASA did vote 6-2 to except the conditions of funding from USDA 
but that there will be several more votes that will have to take place.  He also stated that this will 
be discussed at the ONWASA Workshop scheduled for Thursday, August 12, 2010. 
 
ADMINISTRATOR NOTES AND UPDATES: 
 
The Town Administrator, Gregg Whitehead, presented a copy of notes and updates to the Board 
which are attached to these minutes.  He also handed out two documents.  The first is what the 
State has put together on the Department of Revenue website that gives a financial snapshot of 
our town in comparison with others.  The second is from the League which is a summary of all 
bills adopted and/or rejected from this past legislative session. 
 
POLICE REPORT: 
 
Chief Bennet presented a copy of the Activity Report for July, 2010 to the Board.  A copy of the 
report is attached to these minutes.  Chief Bennett also reported the following: 

► They are testing out new surveillance that will help out with interviews. 
 
► The Daily News called to interview him about the new police car. 
 
► There will be an event to honor public safety officials on August 18, 2010 at    
     Jacksonville City Hall. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
None 
 
BOARD MEMBER CONCERNS: 
 
Alderman Fran Pierce stated that she is thrilled to see a representative from the Advertiser News 
here and inquired about the noise complaint on the police report as to whether they were all from 
the same person. 
 
Alderman Hans Jacobsen inquired about the drainage project on Academy Street.  Johnathan 
Jarman stated that we are waiting on the contractor. 
 
Alderman Tom Brown expressed his concerns regarding grass being mowed and cars without 
license plates.  He inquired as to whether we could look into tightening the regulations on these 
issues.  Mr. Whitehead stated that he would look into it. 



He also wanted to state that as elected officials the Board remember not to ask for favors from 
anyone and to be careful with what they request. 
 
CLOSED SESSION: 
 
A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Hans Jacobsen to go into closed 
session to discuss pending litigation between Harmony Tree, LLC and the Town of Richlands.  
The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
REGULAR SESSION: 
 
A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Hans Jacobsen to go back into 
regular session.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
Mayor Trott stated that the Board discussed pending lawsuit with regards to the Town of 
Richlands and that no action was taken during closed session. 
 
ADJOURN: 
 
With no further business, a motion was made by Alderman Paul Conner, seconded by Alderman 
Fran Pierce to adjourn the meeting at 7:18 p.m.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
       Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
_________________________________  ________________________________ 
Mayor Marvin Trott     Erin Juhls, Collections Clerk 


