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The Richlands Board of Aldermen met in Regular Session Tuesday, November 09, 2010 at 6:00 pm at the Richlands Town Hall.  Present for the meeting were:


Mayor Marvin Trott


Alderman Tom Brown


Alderman Paul Conner


Alderman Fran Pierce


Alderman Hans Jacobsen

Also present were:  Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator; Keith Fountain, Town Attorney; Chief Thomas Bennett, Police Department; Johnathan Jarman, Public Works Director; Doreen Putney, Town Clerk; and Rachael Jenkins, Advertiser News.

There were six (6) citizens present.

Absent:  Mayor Pro Tem McKinley Smith

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:

Mayor Marvin Trott called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Alderman Hans Jacobsen
INVOCATION:  Alderman Hans Jacobsen
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA:

Mayor Trott request for an item to be added to the agenda regarding ONWASA Private sewer line connections.

A motion was made by Alderman Paul Conner, seconded by Alderman Hans Jacobsen to approve the agenda with the item addition of “ONWASA Private Sewer Line Connection Discussion”.  The motion was unanimously carried.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES:

A motion was made by Alderman Hans Jacobsen, seconded by Alderman Paul Conner to adopt the minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of October 5, 2010 and the Special Call Meeting Minutes of October 14, 2010.  The motion was unanimously carried.

ONWASA PRIVATE SEWER LINE CONNECTIONS:

Mayor Trott reported on a citizen complaint regarding ONWASA’s policy on their sewer line connection and who is responsible for repairs.  This homeowner’s cleanout to the street is blocked and ONWASA has told them that it is not their responsibility to repair.  Mayor Trott stated that ONWASA’s policy is opposite from other city’s policy and that there seems to be inconsistencies in the policy.  Mr. Pearson, Executive Director of ONWASA stated thru an e-mail to Mr. Whitehead that the citizens are responsible for the sewer lines.  Mayor Trott asked the Board for their input and on how we can assist our citizen.  
After further discussion, the board requested for Mayor Trott to have the issue submitted for the agenda on ONWASA’s next board meeting and for Gregg Whitehead to attend the meeting.
SURPLUS PROPERTY RESOLUTION (2010-07):

Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator presented to the Board a resolution that will authorize the Town staff to hold an internet auction through GovDeals for all the items listed in Exhibit “A”.  The auction would begin November 10, 2010 at 12:00 noon and end on November 22, 2010 at 9:00 pm.  

A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Hans Jacobsen to approve the Surplus Property Resolution 2010-07.  The motion was unanimously carried.

JACKSONVILLE ONSLOW ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE:

Mr. Whitehead forwarded an invoice from Jacksonville Onslow Economic Development to the Board for the amount of $1,000.00.  Mr. Whitehead explained that they are seeking the funding to promote economic development in Onslow County.

After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Hans Jacobsen to table the initiative.  The motion was unanimously carried.

SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING (ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT – GAME ROOM):

Mr. Whitehead presented to the Board a zoning text amendment that would allow an operation of a game room as a permitted use in the central business (CB) zoning district.  Mr. Whitehead stated that a public hearing is required and needs to be scheduled to hear public comment on the proposed zoning text amendment request.

A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Paul Conner to schedule a public hearing during the next Regular Board Meeting.  The motion was unanimously carried.

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:

Mayor Trott presented to the Board a copy of a letter that Alderman Fran Pierce forwarded to him and the Town Attorney, Keith Fountain.  A copy of the letter is attached to these minutes.  In the letter, Alderman Pierce states that committees that she has been assigned to have been “taken away and given to others” and that she feels that she is “being passed by”.  Mayor Trott explained that all committees are periodically rotated and that no more than two (2) board members can be on any one committee at a time in order to adhere to the open meetings law.  Mayor Trott reported that since December 2007 Alderman Conner has been assigned to four (4) committees, Alderman Jacobsen was assigned to three (3) committees, Alderman Brown was assigned to three (3) committees, Alderman Smith was assigned to three (3) committees and Alderman Pierce was assigned to five (5) committees.  Mayor stated that this information will be made as a public record as a response to her letter.

ADMINISTRATOR NOTES AND UPDATES:

The Town Administrator, Gregg Whitehead, presented a copy of notes and updates to the Board which are attached to these minutes.  He also reported on the following:

· The ONWASA Board of Directors meeting will be held on November 18th, however, the time has changed from 6:00 pm to 5:00 pm.

· The Town’s Christmas Party will be on Thursday, December 16, 2010 at 7:00 pm at Ducks Grill & Bar.
· Attended the NC League of Municipalities Annual Conference and where Governor Perdue stated that the state is 3 million dollars short and she is not yet sure on the outcome of where the funds will come from.  She has not yet committed to NOT taking the local municipalities funding (Powell Bill, Utility Franchise) etc.

· Update on the Academy Street project.  Johnathan Jarman, Public Works Director stated that they had a minor storm water pipe issue which should be taken care of this week and that the project should continue next week.

POLICE REPORT:

Chief Thomas Bennett presented a copy of the Activity Report for October, 2010 to the Board.  A copy of the report is attached to these minutes.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Ms. Anita Lewis, of 304 E. Hargett St., requested to address the Board on concerns with traffic on Trenton St.  Ms. Lewis stated that it is a very narrow and short street and there are no speed limit signs.  Her main concern is with the excessive speed that people travel and the danger it poses to the children especially during school hours and after.  

After further discussion, Mayor Trott forwarded this concern to the Public Safety Committee and for the committee to bring back a recommendation at the next Regular Board Meeting.

BOARD MEMBERS CONCERNS:

Alderman Paul Conner:  Reported that the Park Committee has obtained their third members.  The members are not himself, Ms. Carpenter and Ms. Beaty.

Alderman Hans Jacobsen:  Inquired on the progress of the Academy Street Project.  Johnathan Jarman, Public Works Director, stated that a problem has developed with the storm water pipe and they have capped off the pipe.  The project should continue next week.

Alderman Tom Brown:  Requested that the issue of the use of Golf Carts be added the agenda for the next Public Safety Committee.  He also inquired on Foy St. repairs.

PERSONNEL:  None

CLOSED SESSION:  None

ADJOURN:

With no further business, a motion was made by Alderman Hans Jacobsen, seconded by Alderman Tom Brown to adjourn the meeting at 6:44 pm.  The motion was unanimously carried.







Respectfully submitted,

_____________________________

_______________________________

Mayor Marvin Trott



Doreen Putney, Town Clerk

