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The Richlands Board of Aldermen met in Regular Session on Tuesday, December 11, 2012 at 
6:00 pm in the Board Room at the Richlands Town Hall.  Present for the meeting were: 
 
 Mayor McKinley Smith   Alderman Paul Conner  
 Alderman Kandy Koonce   Alderman Kent Painter 
 Alderman Tom Brown   Alderman Rob Willems 
 
Also present were: 
Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator   Keith Fountain, Town Attorney 
Doreen Putney, Town Clerk     Ron Lindig, Chief of Police  
Johnathan Jarman, Public Works Director   Paul Urban, Auditor w/ Williams, 
Danny Whaley, Carolina South Builders      Scarborough, Smith,  & Gray, LLP 
   
There was one citizen present. 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 
 
Mayor McKinley Smith called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Alderman Tom Brown 
 
INVOCATION: Mayor McKinley Smith 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
 
Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator, presented a revised agenda to the Board. 
 
A motion was made by Alderman Paul Conner, seconded by Alderman Tom Brown to adopt the 
revised agenda as written.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES (November 20, 2012): 
 
A motion was made by Alderman Kandy Koonce, seconded by Alderman Rob Willems to 
approve the Regular Board meeting minutes from November 20, 2012. The motion was 
unanimously carried. 
 
2011/2012 FISCAL YEAR AUDIT REPORT PRESENTATION: 
 
CPA, Paul Urban, with the firm of Williams, Scarborough, Smith & Gray presented the Board 
with the 2011-2012 Fiscal Year Financial Audit Report.  Mr. Urban reported that the report was 



sent to the LGC and was approved.  Mr. Urban presented an outline of the presentation which is 
incorporated by reference and hereby made part of these minutes.   
 
Overview: 
 -  Audit changed from GAAS to Yellow Book in 2012 due to USDA Funds received. 
 -  Fixed Assets increased $119,000 and Long-Term Liabilities increased $54,261   
    resulting from the Community Center Renovations. 
 -  Expenses increased $355,949 resulting primarily from the 2012 Street Improvement    
    Project and Hurricane Irene related expenses. 
 -  Program Revenues increased $165,760 primarily from the Community Center Grant    
    funds received and FEMA funds received for Hurricane Irene. 
 -  General Revenues also increased $154,466 from Ad Valorem and Sales Taxes. 
 -  The budgeted appropriated fund balance of $0 ended up with a net increase of        
    $151,494 due to an increase in revenues from Ad Valorem, Sales Taxes and FEMA    
    funds. 
 -  Fund Balance available ended FY 11/12 decreased to 32.12% due to receiving the    
    $253,000 in Street Improvement funds in the FY 12/13 and not in FY 11/12. 
 
A motion was made by Alderman Paul Conner, seconded by Alderman Rob Willems to accept 
the FY 2011/2012 Financial Audit Report as presented.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
ZONING ORDINANCE REVISIONS: 
 
The Board was presented at the November meeting with the zoning ordinance revisions.  The 
Board now needs to discuss on how to proceed with the proposed revisions and schedule a public 
hearing.  After a brief discussion, the Board requested for Mr. Whitehead to draft a new zoning 
map and schedule a combined workshop with the Board and the Planning Board to further 
discuss the zoning ordinance revisions.  They requested for the workshop to be scheduled in 
January 2013.  A decision will be at the workshop on scheduling a public hearing. 
 
DONATION OF REAL PROPERTY BY CAROLINA SOUTH BUILDERS (Resolution 
2012-03): 
 
Mr. Whitehead presented to the Board Resolution 2012-03 to accept the donation of real 
property by Carolina South Builders.  Mr. Whitehead explained that this property consists of two 
tracts of land for a total of 29.74 acres that has a combined tax value of $221,320.  Tax parcels 
for this property are parcel 205-1.7 and 205-1.5.   Mr. Danny Whaley of Carolina South Builders 
was present to answer any questions the Board had.  Attorney Keith Fountain reviewed the 
resolution and map, stating the documents are good and that this is a very generous donation to 
the town.   
 
After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Alderman Paul Conner, seconded by Alderman 
Tom Brown to approve Resolution 2012-03 Accepting the Donation of Certain Real Property by 
Private Party to the Town of Richlands.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
The Board thanked Mr. Whaley and Carolina South Builders for their very generous donation to 
the Town. 



ADMINISTRATOR NOTES AND UPDATES: 
 
The Town Administrator, Gregg Whitehead, presented a copy of notes and updates to the Board 
which is incorporated by reference and hereby made part of these minutes.  He also reported on 
the following: 
 
 ONWASA meeting for Thursday has been cancelled. 
 Small Town Main Street Conference is January 30 through February 01, 2013.  Mr. 

Whitehead is planning on attending. 
 Christmas Holiday – requesting for the Town Hall to be closed on Wednesday, December 

26, 2012 and to be used as a volunteer vacation day for employees.  Currently the Town 
Hall will be closed December 24 & 25th.  ONWASA, and all other municipalities 
including the county will also be closed on the 26th.    
A motion was made by Alderman Kandy Koonce, seconded by Alderman Kent Painter to 
closed the Richlands Town Hall on Wednesday, December 26, 2012 as a volunteer 
vacation day for employees.  The motion was unanimously carried. 

 Small Town Main Street meeting will be held this Thursday, December 13, 2012 at 6:00 
pm. 

 
POLICE REPORT: 
 
Chief Ron Lindig provided a copy of the Activity Report for the month of November 2012 to the 
Board, which is incorporated by reference and hereby made a part of these minutes. He also 
reported on the following: 
 
 Provided the Board with a copy of the new Police Department’s Mission Statement. 
 Provided the Board with a graph of activities representing assists that the Richlands 

Police Department did with other departments ie: County assists, State PD assists, 
motorist assists, EMS assists, other County assists, etc. 

 Has been receiving increased support from surrounding departments and our relationship 
has greatly improved with the County Sheriff’s Department. 

 Reported that the PD has conducted 5,417 business checks in the last month. 
 Woodman of the World has donated a new US Flag for the Town Hall/PD flag pole. 

 
Mayor Smith complimented Chief Lindig on an excellent job with the Department.  Mayor 
Smith appreciated the Chief getting involved and repairing relationships with other departments 
and the community. Mayor Smith stated that this years’ Christmas Parade was awesome and was 
impressed with the increased amount of police vehicles from the surrounding departments. 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 
Mr. Whitehead reported that after the November meeting, the Town Clerk made inquiries with 
various financial institutions to find the best rate and opportunities for the Town to purchase the 
CD’s.  A Finance Committee Meeting was called and upon presenting the information to the 
committee a decision was made to purchase a $150,000 CD at BB&T at a rate of .22% and 
another $150,000 CD at First Citizens at a rate of .25%.  Since the total amount of $300,000 is an 



increase from the original $275,000 that the Board motioned in the November meeting, a motion 
will be needed for the $25,000 increase. 
 
After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Kent Painter, seconded by Alderman Tom Brown 
to increase the total amount of the CD’s purchased from $275,000 to $300,000.  The motion was 
unanimously carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None 
 
BOARD MEMBER CONCERNS: 
 
Alderman Tom Brown:  Requested to schedule a Public Safety Committee Meeting within the 
next couple of weeks.  Also had concerns with the continued problems with the house on Foy 
Street.  Attorney Fountain stated that he made contact with the property owner’s attorney and the 
owner has many other issues to deal with at this time.  Alderman Conner stated that he has 
spoken recently with the owner and that he has purchased siding and windows and wants to 
install new walls on the inside.   
  
Alderman Kent Painter: No concerns at this time. 
  
Aderman Paul Conner: No concerns at this time. 
  
Alderman Kandy Koonce: No concerns at this time. 
  
Alderman Rob Willems: No concerns at this time. 
  
Mayor McKinley Smith: No concerns at this time.  
 
PERSONNEL: None 
 
CLOSED SESSION:  None 
 
ADJOURN: 
 
With no further business, a motion was made by Alderman Paul Conner, seconded by Alderman 
Kandy Koonce to adjourn the meeting at 6:48 pm.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
       Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
____________________________________ __________________________________ 
Attest:       Mayor McKinley Smith 
Doreen Putney, Town Clerk 


