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The Richlands’ Board of Alderman met for a Special Call Meeting on Tuesday, June 29, 2010 at 6:00 pm at the Richlands Town Hall. The purpose of the meeting was to adopt the 2010/2011 Fiscal Year Budget and 2009/2010 year end Budget Amendments, also to hold an ONWASA discussion and to enter into closed session to preserve Attorney-Client Privilege concerning potential litigation. 

Present were:


Marvin Trott, Mayor


McKinley Smith, Mayor Pro-Tem


Tom Brown, Alderman


Hans Jacobsen, Alderman


Paul Conner, Alderman


Fran Pierce, Alderman

Also Present were:  Gregg Whitehead, Town Administrator; Doreen Putney, Town Clerk; and Town Attorney Keith Fountain.
There was one (1) citizen present.

Meeting Called To Order:  Mayor Marvin Trott at 6:00 p.m.

BUDGET AMENDMENTS (Fiscal Year End 2009/2010):
FISCAL YEAR 2010/2011 BUDGET:
Mayor Marvin Trott directed Town Administrator, Gregg Whitehead to present the year end Budget Amendments for 2009/2010 to the Board.  

After review of the Budget Amendments and final review of the proposed 2010/2011 Fiscal Year Budget, a motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman McKinley Smith to approve the Year End 2009/2010 Budget Amendments #4 through #8.  The motion was unanimously carried.

A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman Fran Pierce to adopt the Fiscal Year 2010/2011 Budget Ordinance and Fee Schedule as presented.  The motion was unanimously carried.

ONWASA DISCUSSION:
Mayor Trott requested for Attorney Keith Fountain to provide information regarding the current situation with Harmony Tree.  Attorney Fountain stated that Harmony Tree LLC has filed a lawsuit against ONWASA and the Town of Richlands regarding the dedication of utility lines.  He presented a copy of the Civil Summons to the Board.  Attorney Fountain reported that he has made an attempt via letter to ONWASA to resolve the issue and to date has not received any response from ONWASA.  Mr. Whitehead reported that Mr. Fountain also presented  a copy of the correspondence to the ONWASA Board during their meeting of June 24, 2010.  He has also communicated with the ONWASA Attorney Bill Lynch to try and resolve matter.  Both the ONWASA Board and Mr. Lynch have been non responsive.

A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman McKinley Smith to go into Closed Session to discuss actual litigation between Harmony Tree LLC vs the Town of Richlands and to preserve the attorney/client privilege.  The motion was unanimously carried. 

REGULAR SESSION:

A motion was made by Alderman Tom Brown, seconded by Alderman McKinely Smith to go back into Regular Session with no action being taken during Closed Session.  The motion was unanimously carried.

A motion was made by Alderman Hans Jacobsen, seconded by Alderman McKinely Smith to direct Attorney Keith Fountain to move forward and attempt to negotiate with the appropriate parties concerning a Consent Order allowing Harmony Tree, LLC service to properties and the true owner of utility lines be decided by the court.  The motion was unanimously carried.

A motion was made by Alderman Paul Conner, seconded by Alderman Fran Pierce to instruct Mayor Trott to arrange a Special Call Meeting with ONWASA Board to further expedite the Consent Order.  The motion was unanimously carried.

ADJOURN:
With no further business, a motion was made by Alderman Paul Conner, seconded by Alderman Fran Pierce to adjourn the meeting at 6:46pm.  The motion was unanimously carried.








Respectfully Submitted,

___________________________________

___________________________________
Mayor Marvin Trott




Doreen Putney, Town Clerk.
